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happen in a situation at once so surprising and unprecedented.
But Lord Deas was equal to the occasion.   Having narrated
at length the manner in which he conceived she had done what
he termed "her bloody work" and barbarously butchered her
bosom friend, his Lordship expressed his entire concurrence
in the verdict.   "There is not upon my mind a shadow of
suspicion that the old gentleman had anything whatever to
do with the murder."   As counsel and Judge he had never
known statements made by prisoners after conviction to be
other than false.   A person who had committed a crime such
as that of which the prisoner had been convicted was capable
of saying anything.   "Your statement," said his Lordship in
conclusion, "conveys to my mind a tissue of as wicked
falsehoods as any to which I have ever listened; and in place
of tending to rest any suspicion against the man whom you
wished to implicate, I think if anything were awanting to satisfy
the public mind of that man's innocence^ it would be the most
incredible statement which you have now made."   Lord Deas
then assumed the Black Cap and passed sentence of death,
ending with the formal commendation of the prisoner's soul
to the mercy of the Almighty.    "Mercy!" exclaimed the
doomed woman in the dock, "aye, He5ll hae mercy, for I'm
innocent!"                                                       ^

vn
Lord Deas's dictum as to the effect of the Statement upon
the public mind proved unsound. The Press, not only of
Glasgow, but of London and the provinces, was loud in
denunciation of the conduct of the trial, the verdict, and the
attitude which the Judge had seen fit to adopt throughout,
especially with reference to the prisoner's Statement. Only
the Glasgow Herald rejoiced at the complete vindication of
"the old innocent." Sir Archibald Alison, who as Sheriff
of Lanarkshire had conducted the preliminary inquiries, has
well observed: "She had not a fair trial; the minds of the
jury were made up before they entered die box." And he
comments on the indecency of a verdict returned in fifteen
minutes after a judicial charge lasting four hours. In his
judgment there was a miscarriage of justice. " The Statement,"
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